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EDITORIAL

The Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority has been carrying out
various activities in the past two quarters to discharge of duties and
responsibilities entrusted to it by law.

The work plan of this fiscal year is attributed high consideration as it
is designed based on the activities of finalizing the first round Growth
and Transformation Plan.

The authority, in the past two quarters, has mainly been enforcing the
wildlife conservation policy and strategy, the proclamation to provide
for the development, conservation and utilization of wildlife and the
regulation on the utilization of wildlife by implementing part of its
annual plan.

We herebye remind all stakeholders to exert efforts for the conservation
and utilization of the wildlife since they are non renewable resources.

As Ethiopia is a home to many wildlife, specifically to those that
are endemic to it, the Authority believes that necessary and timely
information should be provided to the public and stakeholders.

One way of providing information regarding wildlife is through
publishing and distributing magazines such as “Dur Ledur” . In this
issue we have presented various important information related to the
wildlife of the country .In order for our magazine to be excellent source
of information for the sector, readers’ suggestion is invaluable. If you
have any remark, please send it through our address.
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Message of the Director General

Ato Dawnd Mumme, Director of the Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority

It is obvious that Ethiopia has envisioned
becoming a middle income nation by
2025. In order to realize the vision, our
developmental  democratic  government
had devised and implemented policies and
strategies that are targeted to uproot the deep
rooted poverty and alleviate the problem
of good governance, as a result of which
exhilarating outcomes have been registered.
These results, in turn, fransformed the image
of the country in to a new chapter, intensifying
the launched reform and the move towards
renaissance.

Among the federal government institutions
that have been entrusted with the
responsibilities and missions to implement

24

the policies, strategies and programmed,
one is the Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation
Authority which is accountable to the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism. The Authority has
been given the mission of scientifically
conserving and managing Ethiopian wildlife
and their habitats in collaboration with
the communities and stakeholders for the
ecological, economical and social benefits
of the present generation and passing them
down to the next generation.

On the basis of its mission, the authority has
carried out various activities that enable to
develop, conserve and utilize properly the
wildlife resource of the country. Notable
among the activities are, conducting studies
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in the representative ecological zones of the
country and ensure that the wildlife protected
areas have met international standard and
administered sustainably with such standards
so as to get them registered by the IUCN,
ensuring that international conventions and
agreements Ethiopia had signed earlier
have been implemented in the country and
submiting report to concerned bodies.

The Authority, in general, has registered
encouraging results with regard to the Growth
and Transformation Plan (2010-2015) the
plan period of which will be concluded in the
next two quarters.

Accordingly, the endorsement of the regulation
providing for the establishment of the seven
protected areas (for which re-demarcation
has been done) by the Council of Ministers,
the formation of the national task force for
the management of the protected areas and
the wildlife, the achievements registered
by some protected areas as the regional
administrations have included the work of
development and protecting the national
parks into their regular development plan,
and the various supervision works carried out
integrated with stakeholders on the illegal
trafficking of wildlife and their products
in which Ethiopia received international
appreciation with regard to the supremacy
of the law, can be cited as instances of the
major activities.

Besides, the registering of encouraging
achievements interms of raising the benefit of
the local community, the growth of the sector’s
income from time to time and above all, the
grasping of common understanding among
the leadership and stakeholders at various
levels that protected areas play important
roles in climate change adaptation which
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emanates from Ethiopia’s green economy
strategy can be mentioned as the other major
activities.

On the other hand, we were able to recognize
that we have made a lot of progress with
regard to implementation of the annual plan
of the 2007 E.C. fiscal year regarding the
plans of building change arms. However, it
should be noted that there remain the gaps
to be filled and challenges to be overcome as
the goals of these plans are aimed at building
the balanced score card system, improving
the service delivery system, realizing good
governance and avoiding the outlook and
acts of rent-seeking.

In the remaining half of the fiscal year, we
should work with special attention and
discipline by further strengthening our best
performance areas and identifying and
correcting areas wherein gaps have been
observed.

In general, the second half of the 2007 EC
fiscal year is the time when we are engaged
in twin activities. It is a period when we
endeavor vigilantly to conclude the plans of
the 1st GTP (2003-2007) victoriously on the
one hand and it is the time when we strive to
prepare the 2nd round GTP in a participatory
manner on the other. Therefore, it should be
underlined that it is a period during which we
should work with special attention ever than
before.

Hence, | call up on all the leadership and
the employees of the Authority at the head
office and protected areas, the stakeholders,
the community around the parks and the
public in general to participate actively and
with commitment in the overall efforts made

by the Authority.
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National Task Force Meeting
Conducted

The National Task Force, established
to protect the crime against wildlife
and protected areas of the country, has

conducted a half day meeting on 1+ of
November 2014 in Addis Ababa.

The meeting is aimed at discussing the key
plans of the Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation
Authority for the 2007 Ethiopian fiscal year
and at indentifying areas of focus with regard
to the tasks to be done in the fiscal year.

Present during the meeting were, over 60
participants raised from various federal
and regional government institutions and,
partners’ forum for the conservation of the

wildlife.

In the meeting, participating intuitions
and the forum were requested to assign
a member in a leadership or middle level
leadership position that represents each of
them on regular basis and send the letter of
assignment to the Authority shortly.

Mean while, it was underlined that training
would be provided to the assigned
representatives and that the subsequent
meeting of the task force will be held next

March.

Ethiopia Hosts the 13" African
Wildlife Consultative Forum

The Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority
hosted the 13" African Wildlife Consultative

Forum conducted from 2-7 November 2014
in Hawassa, SNNPS.
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The forum brought together directors general
and officials in the wildlife institutes of
Cameroon, Ethiopia, Malawi, Mozambique,
Namibia, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe,

South Africa.

Besides, United States Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS), European Union, Ethiopian
professional Hunters Association, Namibia
Professional Hunters Association, operators
and professional Hunters Associations of
Southern Africa, Safari Operators Association
of Zimbabwe, Association of Mozambique
Safari Operators, Zambia Lion Project, South
Wick Associates, CITES secretariat, IUCN/
SSC-African Elephant Specialist Group and
Safari Club International Foundation have
taken part in the forum.

The forum was officially opened by Her
Excellency W/ro Tadelech Dalecho. In her
speech, she said that the forum would be
important to exchange views and share
experiences among African nations, to
indentify the challenges the continent faced
in terms of wildlife conservation, to discuss
on the prospective measures to be taken and
suggest mechanisms that may be employed
in the continent by learning from each other’s
experience and from remarks of members of
partners.
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The Forum has discussed on the equitable
benefit sharing and the economics of hunting
in Africa; status, trends and genetics of the
African Lion, anti-poaching and illegal
wildlife trafficking, and the laws, conventions
and institutions with regard to wildlife.

The forum has also ratified the minutes of the
previous forum which was held in Zambia,
Zambezi and has nominated South Africa to
host the next forum.

In his closing remark to the gathering, Director
General of the Authority, His Excellency Ato
Dawud Mummee thanked those parties that
extended contribution for the success of the
13" African Wildlife Consultative Forum.

After the discussion of the Forum had been
concluded, participants have visited Senkelle
Swayne’s Hartebeest Sanctuary.

East Africa, Arabian Peninsula
Training Workshop on Wildlife
Trafficking Conducted

A training workshop focused on the illegal
trafficking of wildlife and their products
conducted from 17-21 November 2014 in
Addis Ababa.

The training workshop was organized jointly by
the Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority,
International Fund for Animal Welfare, Freeland
Foundation, African Wildlife Foundation, Lusaka
Agreement Task Force and Interpol.
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The five days training, which in officers from
Interpol, wildlife law enforcement (Customs) and
CITES management officers of Kenya, Uganda,
Tanzania, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, Yemen,
United Arab Emirates ,Oman and Jordan have
participated, is aimed at raising their skills in
identification and correct handling of species
commonly trafficked in the regions of East Africa
and the Arabian Peninsula.

During the working session, explanations were
given by concerned professionals on the general
topics entitled wildlife trade status by species,
wildlife crimes and enforcement laws, international
trade conventions and organizations, and inter-
agency co-operation to improve international
and regional communications

The training workshop was officially opened by
His Excellency, Ato Amin Abdulkadir, Minister
of Culture and Tourism.of the FDRE In his
opening address, the minister said that the
training workshop is necessary and would have a
paramount importance to participating countries
and the African countries at large in combating
illegal trade and trafficking in wildlife.

Mr. Azzedine Downes, president and CEO of
IFAW is quoted by the communication section of
IFAW as saying, “My organization is committed to
help law enforcers hone their skills to work even
more effectively to bring wildlife trafficking to a
stop.

.Earlier, In his remark at the opening session,
Wildlife Trade Program Director with IFAW, Mr.
Kelvin Ali stressed the need for nations of the
regions fo work infegrated so as to halt the illegal
trafficking of wildlife and their products.

In his statement to journalists, His Excellency Ato
Dawud Mume, Director General of the Ethiopian
Wildlife Conservation Authority, said that Ethiopia
has been carrying out extensive activities to protect
the illegal wildlife trafficking and to implement
the international conventions on wildlife.

Commander Kebede Bizuneh, the Transnational
Crime Intelligence Co-ordinator and delegate
of Director of National Central Bureau of
Interpol in Ethiopia, delivered a speech at the
closing ceremony and awarded certificate to
the participants and members of the organizing
committee.
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It was also noted that participants have made a
visit to the wildlife care centre at Holota , a town
situated 30 kilometers away from Addis Ababa.

In their remark at the end of the training workshop,
the participants suggested that the lessons drawn
from the training would enable them narrow
the gap prevailing in terms of co-operation and
communication there by contribute to reduce the
illegal trafficking of wildlife and their products.

Ethio-Trail Run Conducted

The first Ethiopian Trail Race was conducted
at Abijata Shalla Lakes National Park on 18"
August 2014.The race was initiated by Athlete
G/Egiziabher G/Mariam and organized jointly
by the Spain based sport Travel Agency named
Travel and Run in Africa Sport Travel RIA Ethiopia
Tour and Travel, Ethiopian Athletics Federation
and Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority.

The competition covered the 12km, 2Tkm,
and 42km race distances. Participated in the
computation are, 150 competitors who are
Ethiopian renowned runners and foreign citizens.

It was state minister of  Government
Communication Affairs Office His Excellency
Ato Mulugeta Seid who awarded the winners.

According to the organizers, the Ethiopian
Trail Race is conducted every year and it
contributes much to the growth of the tourism
industry of the country.

Experts Undergo Training

Planning and follow up experts raised from the
various protected areas under the Authority under

went training on the preparation and follow-up of
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the work plans from 15 -22, September 2014 at

Shashamennie town.

The training is aimed at raising awareness of
the planning experts of the secretariats of the
protected areas on the basic work plans of the
Authority and enable them cascade the plans of
their respective secretariat with the general plans
of the Authority.

The trainees were given explanations on the newly
designed business processes of the Authority, the
balanced score card, good governance, change
management issues, change army building,
citizens’ charter of the Authority and Authority’s
work plan for the 2007 E.C. fiscal year, it was

noted.

In the training, lessons were given by the heads
of the Authority and participants were made to
engage in practical exercises according to Ato
Getachew Mekonnen, director of Change

management Directorate.

In another development, the Authority has
discussed with public arms in the sector, on the
ways of working in an integrated manner with
them in wildlife conservation issues, on 10" of
December 2014.

All'in all, 25 participants raised from Taxidermy

Producers’ Co-operative Association, Safari
Operators, Professional hunters and Tourism

Media Forum, have attended the discussion.

In the discussion forum Chaired by Authority’s
Ato

Participants have expressed readiness to work

Director General, Dawud  Mumme,

collaboratively with the Authority in the issues of

wildlife conservation.
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Conservation & Utilization

Performance of the First Six
Months of the 2007 Fiscal Year

The Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority
has been working strenuously with the
intention to realize the national vision of
bringing Ethiopia to the level of one of the top

five destinations in wildlife tourism in Africa.

In the 2007 Ethiopian fiscal vyear, the
Authority has carried out various activities
that focused on the development, protection
and supervision aswellas promotion of the
wildlife and their habitat.

During the first half of this fiscal year, the
Authority has extended recognition to best
performing national parks.  Accordingly,
the Semein Mountains National Park and
the Bale Mountains National Park stood
first whereas the Kafta-Shiraro National
Park has taken the second position and the
Nech Sar National Park the third, in the plan
performance of the 2006 E.C. fiscal year.
And the wining parks they were awarded
cups for their achievements. Before entering
into  implementations phase, the authority

has carried out activities of capacity building

for executing plans effectively.

Accordingly, training has been provided on
plan preparation and follow-up to planning
experts  working at secretariats of 11
protected areas at shashamenne town. The
training was focused on the document of
working procedures of the Authority, B.S.C
system, good-governance matters, definition
of change, building of change army, Citizen’s

charter and the like.

Besides scouts raised from protected areas
administered by the Authority were given
training of trainers for 40 days at South

Africa’s Wildlife College where they were

capacitated to offer similar trainings.

Similarly the Authority has participated in
the community based tourism development
training forum conducted in Japan where

broad

alternative approaches to develop the sector

lessons have been drawn and

have been pinpointed.
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At Abjeta Shala Lakes National park, potable

water project has been undertaken to resolve

shortage of drinking water encountered.

Also, discussions have also been conducted
with public arms with a view to work integrated
with them.

With a view to resolve the problems it has
encountered in relation to road construction
in the protected areas, the Authority has
bought a dump truck and a back hoe and
mobilized them in the construction of new

roads and maintaining exiting ones.

In another development, the employees
who extended financial contribution for
the construction of the Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam have received bonds at
a ceremony held in the Auditorium of the
Authority. Mean while, the employees have
also promised to extend similar contributions
this year. In a related development, some of
the employees have visited the progress of
the constriction of the dam.
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In the effort exerted to conserve the Semein
National Park the Authority has worked

integrated with Regional Government of the

state of Amhara, the office of the park and
partners in accordance with which the work

in the Debark town the 418
family heads residing at Gich village of the

of resettling

park has been nearing completion.

on the other hand, in order to support the
efforts commenced to get registered the Bale
Mountains National Park as one of the worlds
natural heritage by UNESCO permanently,
a work of obtaining financial assistance for
compiling up to the standard documents

regarding the park has been intensified.

In order to finalize the work of redemarcation
of the boundary of the Gherale National Park,
the Authority has conducted a discussion
forum with the community settled around the

park and other stakeholders at Moyale

In the noted period, in collaboration with the
Ethiopian Road Construction Corporation 17

vampers have been built on the main road
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that crosses the Awash National Park so as to
protect the wildlife in the park from being hit or
killed by vehicles.

Tostrengthen the legal basis of parks, regulations
of the legal personality on 6 National Parks
and a sanctuary had been drafted which later

on approved by the Council of Ministers.

As regards research and studies, data has been
collected on the distribution and movement
of the various wild animals in the Gambella
National Park. Besides, Assessment has been
made in the Simein and Bale Mountains
National Parks on the prevalence of wildlife
diseases and associated data have been

collected.

In the supervision made in collaboration with
concerned bodies, the Authority has brought
before court the cases of 48 individuals found
being involved in the trade and trafficking of
wildlife and their products. Accordingly, 40
of the accused have been punished by a fine
amounting birr 294,000.

During the noted period, the Authority has
also signed agreements with various NGOs
working in the sector so as to work forintly in
the conservation and administration of some

parks.

With a view to promote and advertise the tourist
attractions administrated by it, the Authority has
participated in a domestic exhibition and made
available various promotional documents in
the various for a conducted in Ethiopia and

abroad.

The Authority has also issued new licenses
and provided renewal services to enterprises

licensed previously.
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Also, works of creating awareness among the
public, mobilizing the task force organized
from various bodies around protecting the
wildlife in protected areas and their habitat,
and conducting meetings with stakeholders

have been carried out.

Besides, seminars were given to the employees

and members of the communities around
the protected areas on the conservation and

utilization of the wildlife.

To make the women and youth around
protected areas beneficiaries of the out comes
of the development, material assistance have

been made available.

For association organized near Sangelle
Sanctuary. Awareness raising seminars were
given on gender issues to employees of the
Authority at the Head Office and the protected

areas.

To access information on the current activities
of the Authority and the protected areas to the
public, information was disseminated through
various electronic and print media in the form
of press releases news stories programmers

and messages.

In addition to these, works of planning and
following up implimantation, man power
development and financial administration have

also been carried out.
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National Parks and Sanctuaries

Parks for the welfare of wildlife.

by Solomon Worku

The Kafta Shiraro National Park (KSNP) which
is located in the north part of Ethiopia, Tigray
region, west and north-west zone, serves as a
habitat for different wildlife. As stated in dif-
ferent literatures the KSNP is a home to 42
mammals and 163 bird species, including
the 12 species that are endemic to Ethiopia
Besides, there exist 9 differ-

ent amphibians. About 42 plant species are

and Eritrea.

available in the park which the animals in it
depend on as shelter, food and as protection
from the possible flood from Tekeze River.
The park is located in dry and arid temper-
ate zone, the annual temperature of which

ranges between 28°c and 40°c.

Kafta Shiraro National Park sprawled almost
over 2176 km? land at the Ethio-Eritrea bor-
der following the natural course of Tekeze
River. Records on the establishment of the
park states that it was Ras Mengesha Siyum
who founded the park in 1960 E.C, on the
total area of land as wide as 760 km?. Later
on due to population explosion around it, the
park was forced to lose almost half of its size.
Earlier, the park was named as Shiraro Con-
servation area for it had not met international
standard of parks. However, in 2006 G.C it
was renamed as KSNP thereby registered as

the sole national park in the region.
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As one enters the park, he may see various
vegetations. One of the sceneries that catch-
es one’s eyes in the park is the plant Dima
(comberetum terminalia). Dima is the only
giant deciduous plant in the park as the el-
ephant is for animal. A single giant Dima in
the park can cuddle in it more than a hundred
birds as a cave. In the summer season and
late in the spring, the plant is decorated with
yellowish leaves fill it loses them in the other
two seasons. Dima stands proudly in the park

as if looking down the dry ever green forest.

The plant Dima
which is easily
seen in the

park, serves as a
shalter for over a
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Even though the park has a great prospect
to becoming an important tourist attraction,
there are various problems that encountered
the park and needs to be resolved. Some
these problems are the effect imposed by the
local community members- pastoralists, in-
truder farmers, gold miners who settled and
do their businesses in and around the park,
and directly or indirectly have been threaten-
ing the wellbeing of the park. In addition, wild
fire has been identified as the other threat to

the park.

As a result of such threatening factors, some
of the rare wildlife in the park such as the
African Elephants, the only large terrestrial
mammal in the park, have been forced to
hide themselves away. However, with a view
to mitigate the problem, a command post

that was formed from the various concerned

ear the
Kafta-Shiraro
National park
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bodies had taken effective measures. Cur-
rently, human-wildlife conflict has been re-
duced and the conservation work has been
intensified as a result of which the vegetation
in the park has been revived, and sparkling
prospects have been observed for the future
life of the park. The Ethiopian Wildlife Con-
servation Authority has given recognition to
the park in 2006 E.C as it’s stood the second
position next to Simien and Bale mountains
National Parks in the annual plan perfor-

mance evaluation.

If efforts to rehabilitate the park under way
continued intensified, the home of the African
elephant, the giant Dima, many endemic bird
species and that of others will shortly become
one of the magnificent natural tourist attrac-

tion of the nation.
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Trekking up to the sky

by Solomon Worku

Simien Mountains National Park, the home
of three large mammals and five bird species
which are endemic to Ethiopia, covers an area
of 412 km?. There are over 1000 plant species
in the three main vegetation zones of the park.
The park is located in the North Gondar,
Amhara Regional State, 870 km to the north
from Addis Ababa by road, in the mountain
massive of the north-western highland block
of Ethiopia. It is situated in weredas (districts)
named Debark, Adi-Arkay, Beyeda, Janamora,
Tselemt. The height of the park ranges between
1900m-4533m above sea level.

Visiting the Simien Mountains National Park is
accompanied by some of memorable trekking
experience as it requires climbing up to the peak
of the mountains to gaze at unique landscape
decorated with diverse vegetation and inhabited
by endemic animals to Ethiopia. As one goes
up, he may see Montane forest (juniper),
mammals such as monkey, bush pig, serval cat
etc between the height of 1900m-3000m in
the first zone. In the second zone, the Sub-Afro
Alpine zone, which apears between the height
of 2700m and 3700m one finds scattered
forests of Giant Lobelia, Erica (the favorite
food of Walia Ibex) etc. and mammals such as
Walia Ibex Gelada, Golden Jackal, and birds
like Abyssinian cat bird and Bearded Vulture or
Lammergeyer. The third zone, the Afro-Alpine
zone ranges between 3700m-4533m where
one may see Afro-Alpine vegetation like Giant
Lobelia and mammals like Ethiopian wolf,
gelada and Walia ibex.
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The trekking up through these zones, however,
can be begun from various entrance points.
Sawre is one of the main entrances to the
Simien Mountains National Park. [t is 15 km
away from Debark town. As one travels five
more kilometers, he finds Simien Lodge, which
is the sole lodge in Africa that is situated at the
altitude of 3200m. And a journey of two more
kilometers from there will take one to Sankaber,
the place from where a mule or a horse can be
taken to carry one’s luggage to the next camp
site. At Sankaber, like the other check points,
there is an eco-tourism lodge where one
refreshes himself. rent a tent and enjoy food

and beverage with reasonable price.

Near Sankaber, in grass land area of the park,
a lot of gelada are seen grazing in the field.
The bleeding heart, an old world monkey,
is an endemic mammal to Ethiopia and its
population in the park is estimated to be over
2500. On the way to Gich village, a tourist
may hire guides who will accompany him to
the remarkable view point of a mountain,
with sparkling water fall. Simultaneously, a
tourist is impressed by the flying movement of
Lammergeyer (Bearded Vulture), locally known
as Kiltim Sebari, which has a wing that can be

extended 2-3meters when stretched.
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Lammergeyer, flying over the hill side of Simien
Mountains, practices its day to day activity of
bone breaking to feed on. In order to break
the bone, it picks up the bone left by other
scavengers; returns back to the sky soaring at
a height of about 40m above the ground and
drops it on an open rock accurately so as to get
it broken into smaller pieces. Then, it descends
to the ground and swallows the pieces of the

bones.

Kechem-Bwahit, a mountain at a distance of

66km from Debark town and with a height of &

4200m, is a grazing area of Walia lbex, and
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natural vegetation and parks natural beauty
revived thereby make the it a safer habitat for
the animals in it. As a result, encouraging out
comes have been registered- the population
of walia ibex which was limited to 514 and
that of Ethiopian wolf to 41 ten years before,
increased to 889 and 100 respectively in 2013.
Concurrently, the number of tourists visiting the

park and the income of the park are reported

to have been grown significantly.

the running field of Ethiopian wolf. But 3km E “1Lh £

before one reaches there he finds communl’ry

eco-tourism lodge where, rooms, food,

beverage and tent to hire are available. The §

most splendid traditional coffee ceremony of
Ethiopia can be found with its full elegance
and conducted by women with smiling faces.
As one goes up three kilometers, he sees walia
ibex in groups bathing in the sun from morning
till 4 o’clock local time. Trekking for 6 hours
from there will take him to the roof of Africa,
Ras Dejen, where he finished the exercise. Ras
Dejen Mountain, the country’s highest peak,
with 4543 meters is located at the eastern edge

of the park.

This is more or less how to trek up the ‘Roof
of Africa’.
interesting trekking, the park should be

However, in order to sustain such

preserved sustainably. 10 years ago the park’s
vegetation was deteriorated and it lost its
natural beauty and the survival of animals was

endangered due to various threats.

Recently, the situation has been reversed.

The Mountains have been covered with their
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The revival of Simien Mountain National Park

is achieved through concerted efforts of the
federal and regional governments as well as
the stakeholders and the local community. In
the effort to carryout cumbersome activities of
re-demarcating the boundary of the park, a
work of resettling residents in the Gich village
at Debark town is being conducted where as
the work of organizing residents living around
the park in to 10 eco-system association so as
to enable them generate their own earnings
have been completed. Today, members of the
community around the park want nobody to
tell them how and why to protect the park. We
believe that efforts to strengthen such attitudinal
change will be multiplied and be expanded to

the other parks of the country.
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Sustainable Development of the Protected
Area System of Ethiopia (SDPASE)

Catalyzing Conservation for Ethiopia’s

Wildlife!
By Arega Mekonnen and Dr Siege Ludwig

Ethiopia’s wildlife is still not well known inside
as well as outside of Ethiopia. Most tourists
visit the cultural sites of the country, some of
them world famous, such as the ancient sites
of Lalibela, Gondar and Axum. Yet, there
are more than 30 national parks, wildlife
reserves and sanctuaries in Ethiopia, some
of which harbour a high diversity of wildlife.
Ethiopia contains the second largest wildlife
migration in the world, next to the Serengeti-
Massai Mara wildlife migration. Between
Gambella and South Sudan several hundreds
of thousand white-eared kobs are migrating
seasonally, accompanied by other antelopes
like tiang, and followed by large numbers of
predators like lions and hyenas. This is not
known even by most Ethiopians. The bird life
is spectacular and extremely diverse, and

landscapes breathtaking.

Unfortunately many protected areas have
lost part of their biodiversity. They are heavily
utilized by people and their livestock, and
some are even home to settlements and were

not protected at all.

In response, the Government of Ethiopia has
recognized that there is a need to promote the
potential of these protected areas for various

reasons. They are important in bringing in
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the much needed foreign currency, they are
a useful and cheap tool in fighting climate
change, they are useful in image building
of the country, and they are cornerstones of
sustainable development. The Government
environmental

has therefore included

concerns in the Federal Constitution,
formulated new policies and passed new

legislation.

In 2007 the Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation
Authority (EWCA), was created and organized
under the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
EWCA implements the project “Sustainable
Development of the Protected Area System
(SDPASE),
by the Ethiopian Government and the
United Nations

Global Environment Facility. The project

of  Ethiopia” commissioned

Development  Program/
aims at effectively safeguarding Ethiopia’s

biodiversity, ecosystems and ecological
processes from human-induced pressures. It
promotes a sustainable Protected Area System
that contributes significantly to economic
development, both locally and nationally.
The project mainstreams the Protected
Areas within the development context of
Ethiopia. It strengthens institutional capacity,
increases cost efficiency in the administrative
processes and secures sustainable financing
for the system. Seeking partnerships for
conservation is an important element of the
terms of reference of SDPASE. The project
aims to bring in more additional financial,
technical and material support for the sector

from donors, NGOs, and investors, both
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national and international. In view of global
challenges such as climate change and loss
of biodiversity worldwide, the project assists
Ethiopia in fulfilling its constitutional and

international commitments.

The German Government Development
Agency GIZ IS has been chosen by the
Ethiopian Government as implementing

partner for the project.

The unique biodiversity in Ethiopia is of
universal value and has a high potential to
contribute to economic development. The
project supports the efforts in protecting
the environment that people depend on
and provides environmental services for
communities and the nation. A study
commissioned by SDPASE has revealed that
the value of these Protected Areas is great in
terms of environmental services. For example,
climate stabilization, carbon sequestration,
supply of clean water, erosion control,
provision of water for Ethiopia’s hydroelectric
dams, irrigation, etc is much higher than the
value of the direct benefits of the PAs through

tourism and employment opportunities.

The project develops the capacity of
stakeholders within the Protected Area System
of Ethiopia. This system shall contribute
significantly to the achievement of the goals of

the Growth and Transformation Plan.
Results achieved:

The project has been instrumental in

training up to now around 600 federal and

regional parks staff, it is advising EWCA on
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the implementation of its program, and it is

supporting the parks and EWCA with material.

Today, important results have been registered
in the sector. Not only the population of
the wildlife, but also the number of tourists
vesting the protected areas and the income

has increased significantly.

In the efferts made to date, the contribution
of the project is invaluable. It has carried out
various result oriented activities. A work of
securing finance for the sector, conducting
economic assessment for the wildlife in
the protected areas and in Ethiopia, the
wringing of partners such as the German
government, European union, JICA, AEF to
support the wildlife sector, developing special
training manuals, gazeting and demarcating
protectsed areas, procuring necessary
equipments, promoting the wildlife and

protected areas are among the notable ones.

When the project comes to the end (Sept
2016), the Ethiopian wildlife institutions and

the protected areas should have:

a) The technical capacity to manage these

areas,
b) The finances they need to manage them,

c) The methods and procedures to be

successful managers, and

d) The strong support from the political
decision makers and Government institutions

across all relevant sectors.

Protected areas and wildlife strengthen

Ethiopia’s development!
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Tourist Information

Simien Mountains National Park
Location of the park

* Debark Town, North Gondar
Distance from Addis Ababa

o 830km
Weather Condition and Altitude

@ 1500mm Annual Average Rainfall
12% to18% Day Time Temperature
-2% to -10% Night Time Temperature

4 44

The park ranges from 1,900m to
4,543m asl.
Wearing style
@ Trekking shoe, trekking stick, woolen
hat, sunglass, long sleeve thick wear,
cap
Hotels and Lodges
* Simien Lodge (inside the park with
good accommodation)
* kosoye Lodge (inside the park with
good accommodation)
* Hotels (at Debark Town with good
accommodation)
@ Eco-Tourism Lodge (inside the park
with good accommodation)
Facilities to be fulfilled
o Cooking Equipment, sleeping bag,
Binoculars, Cameras, Tent, and
Mule/Horse etc.
Assistant Personnel’s in Touring
o Official Guide, Scout, Cook etc.
Recommended Season
* Summer and Spring
What to see
* Walia lbex, Ethiopian wolf, Gelada
baboon, unique and magnificent

landscape
What to do
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* Trekking, Hiking, Birding.....
Address for further information
EWCA:

Tel: +251 (0) 115-50-48-38
Fax: +251 (0) 115-54-68-04
PO.Box: 386 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Website: www.ewca.gov.et Email:
E.W.C.O@ethionet.et info@ewca.gov.et
SMNP:
Tel: +251 (0) 581-17-04-22

: +251 (0) 581-17-04-07

Website: www.simienmountains.org

Email:

info@simienmountains.org
Bale Mountains National Park
Location of the park
@ Bale zone, Oromia Regional State,
Ethiopia
Distance from Addis Ababa
o 400km

Weather Condition

@ 1200mm Annual Average Rain Fall
o 26°% Day Time Temperature
o _15% Night Time Temperature
o Altitude 1500-4377m ASL.
Recomended Wearing style
* Trekking shoe, trekking stick, woolen
hat, sunglass, long sleeve thick wear,
cap
Hotels and Lodges
@ Standard lodges and eco-tourism
lodges are available in the park
Facilities to be fulfilled
* Cooking materials, tent, sleeping bag,
Binoculars, Cameras, mule/horse
Assistant Personnel’s
o Official guide, scout, cook

Recommended season
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@ Spring and October- April
What to see
* Mountain Nyala , Ethiopian wolfes,
Bale monkey, Minilik’s Bushbuck
16 Endemic birds
Attractive view of the park
What to do
@ Trekking, Birding, Fishing
Address for further information
EWCA: Tel: +251-115-50-48-38
Fax: +251-115-54-68-04
PO.Box: 386 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Website: www.ewca.gov.et  Email:
E.W.C.O@ethionet.et info@ewca.gov.et
BMNP: Tel: +251-221-19-07-58
Website: www.balemountains.org

Email: - info@balemountains.org /

chietwarden@balemountains.org
Nech Sar National Park/NSNP/

Location of the park

*  Arba Minch town, Gamogofa zone,
SNNPR, Ethiopia
Distance from Addis Ababa
*  510km
Weather Condition
@ 880 mm Annual average rainfall
o 30°C average maximum temperature
o 17°C average minimum temperature
@ Altitude 1,108-1,600m ASL.
Wearing style
Cap, sunglass, t-shirts/ usual wearing
style/
Hotels and Lodges
* Hotels in Arba Minch
* 3 camping sites are available in the
park.
Facilities to be fulfilled
@ Binoculars, Cameras, tents, sleeping
bag
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o Official guide, scout, cook

Assistant Personnels in Touring

Recommended season
@ Summer and spring
What to see
@ Burchell’s zebra, Swayne's
hartebeest, Greater kudu, Grants
gazelle, Crocodile, Anubis baboon,
Colobus monkey
What to do
< Birding, Fishing
Address for further information
EWCA: Tel: +251-115-50-48-38
Fax: +251-115-54-68-04
PO.Box: 386 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Website: www.ewca.gov.et  Email:
E.W.C.O@ethionet.et info@ewca.gov.eta
NSNP: Tel: +251-468-84-04-08/+251-
468-84-04-09
PO.Box: 65 Arba Minch
Abijata Shalla National Park

Location of the park

< East Arsi Zone, Oromia, Ethiopia
Distance from Addis Ababa
* 200km
Weather Condition
* 500mm annual average rain fall
o 24-40°C average maximum
temperature
o 5.16°C average minimum
temperature
o Altitude 1540-2075m ASL.
Wearing style
* Cap, sunglass, t-shirts,/ usual
wearing style
Hotels and Lodges
@ Bishangari lodge, Kerkero Lodge,
Langano Lodge, African Vacation
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Club,Simbo Lodge etc....
@ Private Camping sites are available
in the park.
Facilities to be Fulfilled
@ Binoculars, Cameras, tents, sleeping
bag
Assistant Personnel’s in Touring
o Official guide, Scout
Recommended season
* Summer and Spring
What to see
* Black backed jackal, Aardvarks,
Gazelle, Greater white pelican,
Lesser flamingo, white necked
cormorant, ostriches
What to do
< Birding (best birding site in Africa),
Fishing
Address for further information
EWCA: Tel: +251-115-50-48-38
Fax: +251-115-54-68-04
PO.Box: 386 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Website: www.ewca.gov.et  Email:
E.W.C.O@ethionet.et info@ewca.gov.et
Awash National Park
Location of the park

@ Between Oromia and Afar regional
states
Distance from Addis Ababa
* 215km
Weather Condition and
o 570mm Annual Average Rain Fall
o 32°C and 42°C Average Maximum
Temperature
* 9.6°C and 22°C Average Minimum
Temperature
@ Altitude The Park ranges between
750-2007m ASL.
Recomended Wearing style
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@ Sandal, cap, sunglass, t-shirts, shorts,
Hotels and Lodges
* Awash lodge in the park
* Hotels at Metehara town
o Camping sites are available in the
park.
Facilities to be fulfilled
* sleeping bag, Binoculars, Cameras,
Tent etc
Assistant Personnel’s in Touring
@ Official guide, Scout etc
Recommended season
<@ Summer and spring
What to see
@ Beisa Oryx, sommering gazelles,
greater and lesser kudus, Birds,
Awash fall etc....
What to do
< Birding, hiking etc....
Address for further information
EWCA: Tel: +251-115-50-48-38
Fax: +251-115-54-68-04
PO.Box: 386 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Website: www.ewca.gov.et  Email:
E.W.C.O@ethionet.et info@ewca.gov.et
Chebera-Churchura National Park

Location of the Park

Between Dawro zone and Konta Special
woreda, SNNPR, Ethiopia
Distance from Addis Ababa
460KM
Weather Condition
< Annual Average Rain Fall
* Average Maximum Temperature
@ Average Minimum Temperature
o Altitude The Park ranges between
700-2450m ASL.
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Wearing Style
o Trekking shoe, Hat, Sunglass, cap,
Hotels and Lodges
o Standard hotels and lodges are
available.
Facilities to be Fulfilled
@ Sleeping bag, Binoculars, Cameras,
Tent etc.
Assistant Personnel’s in Touring
o Official Guide, Scout etc.
Recommended Season
* Summer and Spring
What to see
@ Elephant, Buffalo, Lion, Leopard,
Dense forest, lakes etc.
What to do
Address for further information
EWCA:
Tel: +251 (0) 115-50-48-38
Fax: +251 (0) 115-54-68-04
PO.Box: 386 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Website: www.ewca.gov.et  Email:
E.W.C.O@ethionet.et info@ewca.gov.et
CCNP:
Senkelle Swayne’s Hartebeest
Sanctuary
Location of the park

@ Near Aje Town, Between Oromia &
SNNPR, Ethiopia
Distance from Addis Ababa
* 300km
Weather Condition
* 1,116mm Annual Average Rainfall
o 26% Average Maximum Temperature
o Altitude 85% to -14% Average
Minimum Temperature
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* The park ranges from 1,973m to
2,216m ASL.
Wearing style
* Trekking shoe, trekking stick, woolen
hat, sunglass, long sleeve thick wear,
cap
Hotels and Lodges
o There are Hotels in the nearby towns
of Shashemene, Hawassa, Aje and
Hallaba
Facilities to be fulfilled
< Sleeping bag, Binoculars, Cameras,
Tent, Camping Equipments etc...
Assistant Personnel’s in Touring
o Official Guide, Scout, Cook etc.
Recommended Season
@ Can be visited throughout the year
What to see
* Swayne's Hartebeest, Oribi, Caracal,
Leopard, Bushbuck, Cheetah,
Different Bird species and scenic
natural features etc...
What to do
@ Trekking, Hiking, Birding.....
Address for further information
EWCA:
Tel: +251 (0) 115-50-48-38
Fax: +251 (0) 115-54-68-04
PO.Box: 386 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Website: www.ewca.gov.et  Email:
E.W.C.O@ethionet.et info@ewca.gov.et
SSHS:
Tel: +251 (0) 461-19-11-23
PO.Box: 789 Shashemene, Ethiopia
Email: senkellesanctuary@yahoo.com
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Distribution of National Parks & Wildlife Sanctuaries
of Ethiopia

Index

National Parks

1. Qafta Sheraro
2. Yangudi Rassa
3. Simen Mountains
4. Alatish
* 5. Bakussa
* 6. Borena Saynt
* 7. Bahir dar Tikur Abay Millennium
8. Abijjata Shala Lakes
9. Bale Mountains
*10. Dati Wolel
*11. Yabelo/Borena
*12. Arsi Mountain
13. Awash
14. Aledege
15. Nech-Sar

Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority
Protected Areas - 2012

1:6,700,000

16. Omo
*17. Mago
* 18. Chebera-Churchura
*19. Maze
*20. Loka Abaya
* 21. Gibe Sheleko
22. Geralle
23. Gambella
* 24. Bejimiz

Wildlife Sanctuaries
25. Babille elephant

26. Sinkile Swayne’s Hartebeests
*27. Dera Wildlife Sanctuary

* Administered by Regional offices & others by EWCA

Source: Ethiopia Sustainable Tourism Master Plan 2007E.C
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